INTRODUCTION                      xv

Whilst he had deep-rooted antipathy to argument,
he was a past master in the art, though he only used
this weapon when absolutely necessary. It was an
astounding revelation occasionally to philosopher and
sceptic to find in this Salvation Army Commissioner
one that could meet them on their own ground and
drive them into a corner. As The General says: * He
answered the rebellious and critical by each other and
silenced them all by the last specimen of '* Broken
Earthenware '* that he Had picked up in the slums, and
that none of them could account for! '

But, above all else, he read his Bible* That was
always the first book to him. He studied it when a
little boy at school, and he continued to study it through
youth and middle age; though he had scant patience
with those students who failed to translate the Bible
into everyday practical obedience; and when they laid
his lifeless body down in the Cologne Army Quarters,
the little Bible was there close to his silent heart-
Needless to say, he was a man of prayer. ' For
God's sake, don't stop that praying/ was his answer
to a young Officer into whose Prayer Meeting* he had
slipped one Sunday evening, and who naturally wanted
the Commissioner to speak to his people. The Officer
received that night such a new appreciation of the value
of prayer as changed his whole outlook on life.

This book can scarcely be considered an adequate
record of the forty hard-working* years spent by one
who was a sharer in the very making of this now world-
wide Organization. But the Commissioner gloried in
keeping himself and his doings in the background*
Had he but kept a journal what a wealth of material
we might have possessed! But he always treated this
suggestion as a huge joke. Two years before his death,
however, he began a sort of private autobiography for
the benefit of his children. It did not get on very fast,
nor go very far, nevertheless we are grateful for this
precious scrap of life-history* And, after all, his great
work for The Salvation Army lies where the names
of the Twelve Apostles are found in the New Terusalem